
Irish immigrants came to Hingham between the 1850s and 
1870s. The largest number were from County Cork, though 
Tipperary and other Irish counties were represented among the 
families who made Hingham their new home.

They chose Hingham for the work opportunities. Often, they 
lived within a short walk of their job. Men generally began as 
general laborers, but quickly found work in nearby factories, 
foundries, and rope walks. Others were blacksmiths, making 
horseshoes as well as metal tools; or teamsters, who drove teams 
of oxen to haul lumber, or teams of horses to transport people 
and goods.

The South Shore Irish Heritage Trail is a journey into the 
past through scenic towns in coastal Massachusetts. These 
communities attracted Irish immigrants in large numbers. 
Their descendants comprise upwards of 40% of the South 
Shore’s population. Small wonder the region bears the 
nickname, “The Irish Riviera.” In traveling any segment of 
the Trail from Weymouth to Plymouth, you will see visual 
evidence of the lives of these early Irish…places where they 
lived, worked, and built new lives in a country far distant from 
their homeland. To follow the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail 
is to walk in the footsteps of one of the many ethnic groups 
that helped build America. We invite you to come along!
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Newcomers to Hingham

A large monument at St. Paul’s 
Cemetery on Hersey Street 
memorializes the Crowe family of 
West Hingham. 

Many other monuments in 
the older section of the St. 
Paul’s Cemetery represent Irish 
immigrant families who have 
stayed in Hingham for generations 
– Burns, Carr, Casey, Corbett, 
Cronin, Crowe, Daley, Fagan, 
Farrell, Fee, Foley, Halley, Hayes, 
Keating, Loden, Moore, Pyne, 
Quinn and Tully.

Detail, 1885 map 
of Hingham, MA

Irish immigrant families are 
represented among the Civil War 
dead listed on the impressive 
monument at Hingham Cemetery, 
a beautiful arboretum that is a 
short walk from Elm or Hersey 
Streets (entrances to cemetery on 
both South and Water Streets):

Service To Their New Country

If you visit 
St. Paul’s 
Cemetery, be 
sure to admire 
the granite 
posts, carved 
and installed 
when the 
cemetery was 
enlarged, in 
1898, by Irish 
immigrant 
stone mason, 
John Moriarty. He had emigrated 
in 1875 and lived first on Elm, 
later on North Street, with his 
wife Mary Thompson, born here 
to Irish immigrants.
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A “rope walk” on 
Hersey Street

Woolen factory 
on Elm Street

St. Paul’s Cemetery
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Corporal William Breen, 
Richard James Farrell,
Michael Fee,
James Fitzgerald,
Daniel Murphy.



John Crowe was born in the County of Tipperary in 1815. 
He arrived in Boston on the 7th of December 1847. Just a 
month later he came to Hingham. 

John’s wife Ann Sherry, born in the County of Monaghan 
in 1828, also arrived in 1847. By 1850 Ann was working for 
the Whiton family in Hingham as a servant. John and Ann 
married at a ceremony in Boston on August 1, 1852. 

John worked as a moulder, first making hollowware at the 
Hingham Malleable Iron Company on the Weir River. When 
that foundry was destroyed in a fire, John, still a foundryman 
in the 1880 census, most likely then worked at the Howard 
Foundry, originally the Eagle Iron 
Foundry, at Hingham Harbor. 

John Crowe’s wooden lunch bucket, 
now in a private Hingham collection, 
harkens back to Hingham’s 18th-
19th century nickname as “Bucket 
Town” – when local craftsmen, 
like Daniel Bartlett, who made 
this bucket – were part of a large 
woodenware industry here.

The four Crowe children all were born in Hingham. The 
only daughter, Mary Ann, stayed in Hingham and became 
a schoolteacher. In February 1917, at a time when women 
in Massachusetts were permitted to vote only in School 
Committee elections, Mary Ann registered to vote.

By the 1910 census, Crowes Lane off Hersey Street, where 
the family lived, was formally recognized as a street. This is 

where Mary Ann Crowe 
lived until her death at 75 
in 1933.

Their Catholic Faith
The 19th century immigrants from southern Ireland were 
Catholic and they arrived in Boston at a time when the area 
was still largely Protestant. Irish Catholics in Hingham were 
first served by visiting priests from St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in West Quincy, built in 1842 near the granite quarries, where 
many immigrants worked.

In 1850, the Society of Catholics of Hingham organized and 
by 1866, purchased the land for St. Paul Parish. Father Hugh 
Smyth, originally of County Meathe, and the young pastor 
of St. Francis Xavier in Weymouth, took on the work of 

building St. Paul’s Church. The cornerstone 
for the Gothic style St. Paul’s Church in 

Hingham was laid on June 12, 1870. 

The architect of St. Paul’s 
Church was Patrick Charles 
Keely (1816-1896), who 
emigrated from Ireland 
at age 25, in 1841. Keely 
has been called “the most 
prominent American 
Catholic architect of the 
19th century.”

Patrick Keely

John Burns, identified in the 1880 census as a laborer, lived on 
Elm Street at the corner of Emerald Street with his wife Mary 
Quinn, and six children, three then already at work in the 
nearby woolen factory.

After John died in 1892, his widow and descendants remained 
in the area and grew the family property holdings, which 
eventually stretched from Emerald Street to Hersey Street 
with some frontage on Elm Street where the first home was 
at #62.

Among the many 19th century homes in the neighborhood 
listed on Hingham’s Comprehensive Inventory of Historic 
Assets, 62 Elm Street has been enlarged over time but retains 
its c. 1890 charm. 

Behind this home is a 
conservation area created when 
the Burns family, in 1972, sold 
19.3 acres of the back land 
bordering homes along Elm, 
Emerald and Hersey Streets to 
the Town of Hingham. 

Burns Memorial Park today 
is owned by the Hingham 
Conservation Commission and 
can be accessed  from a trail 
entrance between 92 and 96 
Hersey Street.

John Pyne, a laborer, was born in County Cork in 1828 and 
arrived in the U.S. in 1850. John married Mary McCarthy. 
They lived at 21 Emerald Street (from at least 1878.)

One of their sons, John Walter Pyne, born in Hingham in 
1866, lived with his wife Mary Daly, and his brother James 
at 17 Emerald Street (now a B&B). John W. Pyne became 
an undertaker.

The undertaking business begun by John Walter Pyne, 
since sold by the family, is now the Pyne Keohane Funeral 
Home, located in an expanded version of what was the late 
19th century family home at 21 Emerald Street.

21 Emerald Street

Some of the Irish American families 
who took root in West Hingham

John Crowe’s 
wooden lunch bucket
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“By the 1870’s, Crowe’s Lane, Hersey near Elm Street, upper 
Elm, Emerald Street, and Bates Court were an Irish village, 

close to the industries of North and West Hingham.” 
– Not All Is Changed (1993, Hingham Historical Commission)

Unmarried Irish women often emigrated independently 
and were sought after as cooks and servants in upper 
middle-class homes of Hingham’s then-growing merchant 
class, or as maids who became known as “the Bridgets” in  
hotels in Hingham and seaside resorts in nearby Hull.

The winding, hilly streets of West Hingham were soon 
home to a community of interconnected and growing Irish 
immigrant families. There were smaller pockets of Irish 
immigrant neighborhoods in other parts of town, often 
growing up near dairy farms, rope walks or factories.
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