SOUTH SHORE IRISH HERITAGE TRAIL
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“They saw their England covered with a weed /
The Town of Plymouth bears the distinction of being Of Raunting lordship both in court and creedl & MASSACHUSETTS
the only town on the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail, With felpless fands they watched th SRR
indeed the only town on the South Shore, Bt o o] s il grow:

to have a dedicated Irish Collection.

Indulgcnt nobles, privileged and strong,

A haughty crew to whom all rights bclong;
The bishops arrogant, the courts impure,
The rich conspirators of the poor”

- JOHN BOYLE O'REILLY

'The South Shore Irish Heritage
Trail is a journey into the past
through scenic towns in coastal
Massachusetts. These communities
attracted Irish immigrants in

large numbers. Their descendants
comprise upwards of 40% of the
South Shore’s population. Small
wonder the region bears the
nickname, “Zhe Irish Riviera.” In
traveling the Trail from Weymouth

Excerpt from the poem “The Pilgrim’s Fathers” read at the
Dedication of the Monument to the Pilgrim Fathers, August 1, 1889.
Read the entire poem at ssirishtrail.org

Plymouth Public Library Ntati%na::MO?Lirrnent
o the Forefathers

%%0 Pilgrim Hall : T The f;’;igf}’f;lrl“; ‘XZZTMM‘}’\Z:WM to Plymouth, you will see visual
R Museum evidence of the lives of these early
& %, Irish...places where they lived, worked and built new lives in a
The Irish Collection began with funding from Genevieve Ash, o3 W, N paces y s
. . Ao IO NSNS orin St. country far distant from their homeland. There are monuments
whose grandparents were born in Ireland, and has continued Former site of —— @ i i ;
0 oromuo 10 the present time. The Plvimoath Division of the Central House) ;. leydenst, to the tragedies that marked their escape from famine and
& p pre . ) ymo . ' School St — Bradford St. disease; evidence of the industries they built to sustain their
Ancient Order of Hibernians has assisted in both selecting and & . 1th de ol here thev found .
supplementing the Irish Collection for the past three decades. SR ves and the seaside places where they found entertainment
and relief from the heat of the city. To follow the South Shore
A Irish Heritage Trail is to walk in the footsteps of one of the

many ethnic groups that helped build America. We invite you

g South St—
g to come along!
N 'The town of Plymouth has had ties to the Irish from the
days of the Pilgrims. In fact, in 1626 several Irish people who
(3 K ST survived the shipwreck of the Sparrow-Hawk on Cape Cod
", Public Library tound refuge in Plymouth until they could secure passage to
A e Jamestown, their original destination. Some of the timbers
%NGEE}'I?:ERTMS IS Ly fr.om.the Sparrow-Hawk continue to be stored in Plymouth’s
LRNIANS 132 South Strect Pilgrim Hall Museum.
Plymouth, MA 02360
(508) 830-4250
As Plymouth is part of plymouthpubliclibrary.org
the larger Old Colony Check with the library for current hours of operation.
Library Network, many

of the books, music and

movies as well as materials

related to Irish history,

! culture, life and customs

1ERRw are available to residents
N of many towns along the

Irish Heritage Trail.

Government of Ireland
)\ Emigrant Support Programme

An Roinn Gnothai Eachtracha
Department of Foreign Affairs
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two years after it was discovered on Cape Cod.
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James Magee was born in
County Down, Ireland in 1750,
and came to America with

his brother before the start of
the American Revolution. It was during the Revolutionary
War that James Magee commanded several ships; first the
Independence and then the General Arnold.

In December, 1778, Captain Magee took command of the
newly-built, 100-foot privateer brig General Arnold. It was on
Christmas Day at sunrise that it sailed out of Boston Harbor.
As the General Arnold sailed south, the noreaster, which had
been building, intensified. The twenty-eight-year-old captain
made the fateful decision to seek refuge in Plymouth Harbor.
Although the sails were furled and the anchors secured, the
terocious storm ripped the brig loose from the anchors and
into the shoal just off Plymouth Beach.

It was then, for the next thirty-six hours, that the sea continued
to break over the General Arnold. Stranded during a freezing
gale, Magee begged his crew to pour brandy in their boots to
prevent frostbite. But it was no use. Seventy men froze to death
and another thirteen perished in the days that followed.
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'The dead were buried on Plymouth’s
Burial Hill. This “convivial, noble-
hearted Irishman” survived the
wreck and commanded three other
warships during the Revolution. He
is believed to have been buried with

[who perishe d inPlytton ]
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B 3 KRG TR his death in February, 1801.
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I Capt. Magee’s Eighteenth Century
Fish House Punch
Mix together the juice of 12 lemons
(1% cups) and several spoonfuls «
powdered sugar
Add 12 quarts brandy
Lpint peach brandy
pint rum
1 quart carbonated water
Lquart brewed tea
Add more tea, femon juice
Or water to taste.
Stir well and add slices of

Serves I

oranges.

E81052 - Punch bowl, 1789-1791
Gift of Mrs. Nelson M. Walker and an Anonymous Donor, 1980
Courtesy of the Peabody Essex Museum

The Irish began settling into “America’s
Hometown” in earnest in the nineteenth
century. Two of the first natives of Ireland
who made Plymouth their permanent
home were John Burke and Michael
Murphy. At the request of these Irishmen
and their families, Bishop Jean-Louis
Cheverus traveled from Boston to
Plymouth, where he celebrated Mass at
the home of Judge Joshua Thomas at

56 Main Street in 1813. Bishop Cheverus
had been consecrated as the first Bishop
of Boston in 1810 in Baltimore, Maryland
by Bishop John Carroll, the first bishop in
the United States.

&

of Judge Joshua Thomas at
56 Main Street.

56 Main Street, Plymouth Bishaop John Carroll,

the first bishop in the U.S.

John Carroll’s cousin,

Charles Carroll

While the descendants of the Pilgrims would later send aid
to Ireland during the Great Hunger of the mid-19th century,
Ireland had actually sent assistance to the colonists during an
early conflict with Native Americans known as King Phillip’s
War. In March, 1677, a gift of 125 English pounds was
received, a ‘Contribution made by divers Christians in Ireland
n relief of such impoverished, distressed and in nessesitie by
the late Indian Warr.” The gift from Ireland was to be shared
by the towns of Plymouth County.
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“Dublin”

+ 'The Irish settled throughout
Plymouth Center, with a particularly
high concentration at the foot of
Bradford Street. In the 1860, 1870’
and 1880s, the census records show a
large number of Irish families living in
this area. The neighborhood was known as
“Dublin” due to the large number of Irish.
Even today Plymouth has among the higher
percentages per capita of Irish Americans of
the cities and towns in Massachusetts.

An influential literary figure, activist
and protector of civil rights, the
Irishman John Boyle O'Reilly was
highly regarded. A testament to his
reputation is that was given the great
honor of composing a poem and
reading it at the Dedication of the
Monument to the Pilgrim Fathers.

It is clear that John Boyle O'Reilly’s
sentiments towards the centuries
of English marginalization and
maltreatment of the Irish in his
native land was important to share
with his fellow Americans.

An excerpt of the poem appears on the
reverse or you can read the poem in its
entirety at ssirishtrail.org




