
Easter Rising Monument

Roughly halfway along the Trail is the town of Scituate, 
said to be the most Irish community in the entire United 
States. When the first immigrants arrived here in the mid 
1800’s they noticed a familiar seaweed growing on the rocks 
along the coast. In Ireland they called it carrageen; we call it 
Irish moss. Generations of Scituate men (and a few women) 
helped feed their families with income from the sale of Irish 
moss, long a staple in foodstuffs, medicine and cosmetics.

The South Shore Irish Heritage 
Trail is a journey into the past 
through scenic towns in coastal 
Massachusetts. These communities 
attracted Irish immigrants in 
large numbers. Their descendants 
comprise upwards of 40% of the 
South Shore’s population. Small 
wonder the region bears the 
nickname, “The Irish Riviera.” In 
traveling the Trail from Weymouth 
to Plymouth, you will see visual 
evidence of the lives of these 
early Irish…places where they 

lived, worked and built new lives in a country far distant from 
their homeland. There are monuments to the tragedies that 
marked their escape from famine and disease; evidence of the 
industries they built to sustain their lives and the seaside places 
where they found entertainment and relief from the heat of 
the city. To follow the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail is to 
walk in the footsteps of one of the many ethnic groups that 
helped build America. We invite you to come along!

Lawson Tower - Courtesy of 
the Scituate Historical Society

Scituate’s Irish Americans have maintained close ties with the 
history of their ancestral home. They recently commissioned 
a dramatic waterfront monument to the Easter Rising of 
1916, the armed revolt against British rule that helped lead 
to Irish independence. Scituate bears the unique distinction 
of being the only city or town in the United States that has 
a monument to the Easter Rising, with the words of the 
Proclamation engraved upon it. The cost of the monument 
was paid for by people throughout the South Shore. Scituate 
is also unique in that it’s the only town along 
the Trail that, together with the Plymouth 
Division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
commemorates the Easter Rising every year 
in a ceremony around April 24th – the day that 
these bold words were first read aloud and the 
Irish began their final fight for freedom.

The beautiful granite Easter Rising Monument in Cole 
Parkway, Scituate, does not just celebrate some hundred-
year-old event. The Proclamation, like our Declaration of 
Independence, espouses democratic ideals and stresses the 
rights of men and women: “The Republic guarantees religious 
and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities to all its 
citizens and declares its resolve to pursue the happiness and 
prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, cherishing 
all the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the 
differences carefully fostered by an alien Government, which 
have divided a minority from the majority in the past.”
 
An interesting aspect of the proclamation is that only one 
country is mentioned by name and that is ours: “supported by 
her exiled children in America.” 

The Easter Rising Monument is dedicated to all people who 
strive for freedom now and in the past.

The Easter Rising Monument
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Courtesy of the Scituate Historical Society

The Stars and Stripes and the Irish 
Tricolor are unfurled for Scituate’s 
Saint Patrick’s Day parade, held each 
year in March. Thousands of green-
clad spectators line the parade route 
to take in the bands, floats, dignitaries and local organizations 
including Scituate’s own Irish Rose. (No men need apply). And 
in Scituate, it's legal to buy a vote – or as many as you want – to 
elect the Mayor of Scituate. Winner of  this mayoral contest and 
those who don’t win partly finance the parade. It’s all good fun 
and takes some of the sting off the late winter.
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Scituate Historical Society 
43 Cudworth Road, Scituate, MA 02066

scituatehistoricalsociety.org
(781) 545-1083

The Maritime & Irish Mossing Museum
301 Driftway, Scituate, MA 02066

Check with the museum for current hours of operation.

SOUTH SHORE IRISH HERITAGE TRAILSOUTH SHORE IRISH HERITAGE TRAIL

ssirishtrail.org



A museum devoted to seaweed. Are you kidding? No, we’re 
not and the Scituate Maritime and Irish Mossing Museum 
is well worth a visit. Trust us, there’s a lot more here than 
seaweed although Irish Moss, Carrageen in the Irish 
language, is celebrated here as a vital industry that helped 
sustain early immigrants and native born residents alike.

The Irish recognized the brownish-yellowish moss as the 
same plant they’d harvested in their native country. Mossers 
worked from wooden dories using a metal rake with a long 

handle to reach the moss on 
submerged rocks and ledges.
When a dory was near full, 
the moss was taken ashore and 
either dried on the beaches 
or sold wet. It was used in 
food products, medicine and 
in cosmetics, the latter still 
widely available in Ireland. 

The Museum celebrates some of 
the salty characters who practiced 
the moss trade, mostly male but 
you’ll learn about a female mosser 
who was frequently profiled in the 
Boston newspapers. And other 
aspects of Scituate’s maritime life 
are also on display as townspeople 
and the immigrant Irish were 
active in fishing and coastal 
shipping of passengers and cargo. 

There are also rumors that some 
of the Irish dabbled in the bootlegging 
trade when alcoholic beverages were 
banned in the early 20th century. Far be 
it from us to confirm these scurrilous 
stories but Scituate had the reputation 
as a bootlegging mecca. Hard to believe, 
we know…wink, wink!

The Irish Riviera

He wasn’t the Mayor of Scituate but 
close to it. James Michael Curley, 
Mayor of Boston, Governor of 
Massachusetts, called Scituate his summer 
home. A saint to the Irish, a crooked pol to 
the Bay State aristocracy, Curley was the 
first and best known of a legion of Boston 
politicians to escape the city heat in seaside 

Scituate. He was followed 
by another governor, 
Maurice Tobin, another 
Boston mayor, John B. 
Hynes, and a Gaelic cast of 

lesser known luminaries 
including governor’s 
councillor Patrick J. 
“Sonny” McDonough 
and Congresswoman 
Louise Day Hicks.

ssirishtrail.org

Charles Logue: Builder of
Lawson Tower and Fenway Park

Charles Logue at the Opening day 
of Fenway Park, April 20, 1912

Courtesy of the Logue Family

The Lawson Tower, reminiscent of a European castle 
turret, is a Scituate landmark which few know has a 
connection to Ireland. It was built in 1902 by Charles 
Logue originally from Derry, founder of a Boston 
construction company. The intent was to cover up a steel 
water tank built by the Scituate Water Company.  A 
wealthy Scituate resident, Thomas Lawson, thought the 
tank spoiled the view from his nearby Dreamwold estate 
and commissioned the Irish-born Logue to enclose it 
with a shingled, wooden shell. The 
153-foot tower offers expansive views 
of the South Shore coastline. Charles 
Logue also built Boston’s iconic 
Fenway Park and many area churches 
and buildings at Boston College and 
the College of the Holy Cross.


