
The South Shore Irish 
Heritage Trail is a journey into 
the past through scenic towns 
in coastal Massachusetts. 
These communities attracted 
Irish immigrants in large 
numbers. Their descendants 
comprise upwards of 40% of 
the South Shore’s population. 
Small wonder the region 
bears the nickname, “The 
Irish Riviera.” In traveling 
the Trail from Weymouth 
to Plymouth, you will see 
visual evidence of the lives of 

these early Irish–places where they lived, worked and built 
new lives in a country far distant from their homeland. There 
are monuments to the tragedies that marked their escape 
from famine and disease, evidence of the industries they 
built to sustain their lives and the seaside places where they 
found entertainment and relief from the heat of the city. To 
follow the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail is to walk in the 
footsteps of one of the many ethnic groups that helped build 
America. We invite you to come along!

Civil War Monument
Kingston, MA

The Jones River in Kingston was named for the captain of 
the Mayflower that brought English pilgrims to adjacent 
Plymouth. Some 275 ships were built at shipyards along this 
river including the 145-ton Gustavus which would solidify 
Kingston’s place in Irish immigrant history.

The Jones River

In 1860, Kingston was home to 108 people who were born 
in Ireland. Most worked in local farms and factories or in the 
homes of wealthy families. By 1863, town records show some 
Irish-born families had purchased property, an impossible 
dream in their native land, and were paying taxes. There were 
so many Irish immigrant families living in the area south of 
the Jones River around Brook and Elm streets that it became 
known as ‘Dublin’ or ‘Little Dublin’. At one time, Brook 
Street was known as ‘Dublin Road’. Early accounts tell of 
young Irish men gathering 
in the neighborhood playing 
cards and telling stories during 
the long winter evenings.

Home Ownership:
Establishing Roots in Kingston

Oil painting by famed painter and Jones River resident, Marshall Joyce, who was 
best known for his his seascapes, ships, landscapes and coastal scenes.
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In 1847, the Gustavus 
was loaded with 50 
tons of Kingston corn 
which it transported to 
Ireland to aid victims 
of the devastating 
potato famine.

Civil War Monument

There were earlier immigrants from Ireland to Kingston 
including Jane Sullivan who lies in the Old Burying Ground 
adjacent to the tomb of the William Sever family.  She had 
worked as a nursemaid and servant for 44 years and was so 
beloved by the Severs that she was buried next to the family 
in 1806.

Clockwise from top: Jane Sullivan’s 
grave near the Sever family tomb 

in the Old Burying Ground;
Close-up of Jane Sullivan’s grave;

View of old graves in the
Old Burying Ground

Hard Work and Loyal Service

Sheer and Spar Plan of Brig Gustavus
of Kingston, 1846

Some of Kingston’s 
Irish-born men fought 
for the Union in the 
Civil War. Bartholomew 
O’Brien and his four 
sons signed up from 
Kingston. Two of the 
O’Brien sons died in 
the conflict, a third was 
wounded and is buried 
in St. Joseph Cemetery.

1 Mrs. Catherine Cahalane, “The Early Irish in Kingston,” Local History Collections from 
the Kingston Public Library, accessed May 3, 2022, https://kplma.org/om/items/show/2560.

The Shipbuilding District “The name of Sever was held in high esteem by many of the early 
Irish families, because of the respect and appreciation shown to this 

early Irish girl who served them as nursemaid and servant. 
This headstone serves as the only link with the early history 

of Irish who came to Kingston.” 1

Service and Sacrifice
to Their New Country

O’Brien family grave at 
St. Joseph Cemetery

Receipt for duty paid when Gustavus 
arrived in Cork in 1847

Receipt for 50 tons of corn

Its captain was 
besieged by starving 
Irish seeking passage 
back to America.


