
Marshfield is located halfway between 
Boston and Cape Cod. Its ties to 
Ireland run deep dating back to the 
actions of the town’s leading citizen, 
U.S. Senator Daniel Webster, who led a 
campaign to provide food aid to Ireland 
during the disastrous potato famine in 

the mid-19th century.
Webster’s support aided 

in the dispatch of over 
120 American ships 
that brought food and 

funds to the starving 
Irish people. 

The South Shore Irish 
Heritage Trail is a journey 
into the past through nine 
scenic towns in coastal 
Massachusetts. These 
communities attracted Irish 
immigrants in large numbers. 
Their descendants comprise 
upwards of 40% of the South 
Shore’s population. Small 

wonder the region bears the nickname, “The Irish Riviera.” In 
traveling the Trail from Weymouth to Plymouth, you will see 
visual evidence of the lives of these early Irish…places where 
they lived, worked and built new lives in a country far distant 
from their homeland. There are monuments to the tragedies 
that marked their escape from famine and disease; evidence of 
the industries they built to sustain their lives and the seaside 
places where they found entertainment and relief from the heat 
of the city. To follow the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail is 
to walk in the footsteps of one of the many ethnic groups that 
helped build America. We invite you to come along!

Daniel Webster Estate
Marshfield, MA

 There were challenges 
too, none greater than 
the massive fire of 
1941. Once a single 
cottage ignited in 
Ocean Bluff, a 30 mile 
an hour wind sent 
flames racing through 
the tightly packed 
wooden dwellings. 
There was no stopping 
it. The smoke was 
visible as far away 
as Nantucket. Four 
hundred and forty-six 
cottages were destroyed 
along with two hotels, 
the post office and 12 stores. Fire trucks were burned and 
another cruel blow: the Catholic church, St. Ann’s-by-the-
Sea, an important symbol of the growth of the Irish Catholic 
community, was gutted. But the Irish are nothing if not 
resilient. Ocean Bluff would be rebuilt.
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The good times would roll on again in Marshfield’s seaside 
villages. Over the decades that followed, the children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren of the first immigrants 
to Marshfield kept returning to grow their families. Today 
through all the Irish surnames in the community, you can see 
that Marshfield is truly the Irish Riviera.         

The Great Fire of 1941
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In past years, and even today, Irish history intrigues and 
inspires. Authors, poets, painters explain and extol the 
challenges faced and overcome by the Irish at home and as
diaspora. Local Irish American sculptor, Dan Reynolds of 
Marshfield, “explores the struggles and achievements of Irish 
families who immigrated to the United States.” He illustrates 
the terrible famine times, the “No Irish Need Apply” signs 
seen everywhere in Yankee Boston, and he follows the fight 
for freedom from the Easter Rising in Dublin to the Derry 
of the “Troubles”. His work, like all fine art, forces us to 
examine our knowledge, feelings, prejudices, and hopes.

Inspired to Remember the Past

The 1916 uprising is 
depicted from idea to 

model. A large bronze and 
granite is the expected 
final representation.



There were Sinnotts 
peddling meat and 
foodstuffs from 
horse-drawn wagons; 
McLauthlins who 
opened the Green 
Harbor store about 
1901; and a fleet of 
dories used to harvest 
Irish moss from the 
coastal rocks, a useful 
crop recognized from 
their homeland by 
Irish immigrants.

The Irish Riviera

The town, its cool 
beaches ands hotels were 
an easy train ride from 
Boston. And there were 
jobs for the men and 
women. Over the years, 
so many Irish Americans 
flocked to cottages here 
that it and neighboring 
communities became 
known as the Irish 
Riviera.

Nearby, is a bucolic 
cemetery where this great 
statesman and friend of 
Ireland is buried. 

In the decades that 
followed, scores of 
Irish men and women 
fleeing the famine 
would find a warm 
welcome in Marshfield.
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The Marshfield Hills railroad station 
was the first stop in Marshfield.

Families flocked to 
Green Harbor to enjoy 

sunbathing, swimming 
and boating on the 

sandy beach.

Fieldston-on-the-Atlantic offered miniature 
golf, swimming, dining and dancing

in Rexhame.

Webster’s Law Office

Croquet players at 
Rexhame Terrace, 1875

“The calamities of Ireland have been heard 
and read throughout the country and 

have touched all American hearts.”
– Daniel Webster, 1847

Today, Webster’s 
seaside farm and 
homesite in 
Marshfield are 
beautifully 
preserved and 

open to the public.
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