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The South Shore Irish 
Heritage Trail is a journey into 
the past through scenic towns 
in coastal Massachusetts. 
These communities attracted 
Irish immigrants in large 
numbers. Their descendants 
comprise upwards of 40% of 

the South Shore’s population. Small wonder the region bears 
the nickname, “The Irish Riviera.” In traveling the Trail from 
Weymouth to Plymouth, you will see visual evidence of the 
lives of these early Irish–places where they lived, worked and 
built new lives in a country far distant from their homeland. 
There are monuments to the tragedies that marked their 
escape from famine and disease, evidence of the industries they 
built to sustain their lives and the seaside places where they 
found entertainment and relief from the heat of the city. To 
follow the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail is to walk in the 
footsteps of one of the many ethnic groups that helped build 
America. We invite you to come along!

The Stetson Shoe factory, 1915
Weymouth, MA

“Weymouth” was not only a town’s name. It was the title 
given to the best shoes manufactured in the United States. In 
the prime of our country’s shoe industry days, a “Weymouth 
Shoe” was synonymous with quality–much like Gucci is today. 

Stetson was the premier 
shoemaking company 
in Weymouth. The huge 
building–still standing 
and in use as the Stetson 
Building housing medical 
offices –is on Rte. 18 not 
far from Rte. 3. 

The town of Weymouth is located a short 16 miles from the 
City of Boston, an easy drive from Logan Airport, from the 
major highways around Boston or conveniently accessible 
by the MBTA’s Greenbush train line. Weymouth is the first 
town along the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail when driving 
southbound from Boston and serves as the Gateway to the 
rest of the towns along the Trail. And, of course, Weymouth 
boasts that nearly 40% of residents are of Irish ancestry.

Irish Heritage Day Parade and Festival
The town of Weymouth hosts 
an Irish Heritage Parade and 
Festival each year on the last 
Sunday of September. The 
parade starts at 11:00 a.m. at 
the Hamilton School on Union 
Street and continues along the Union Street route, ending at 
Columbian Square. A festival celebrating Irish heritage and 
showcasing many wonderful Irish musical and step-dancing 
traditions follows at Stella Tirrell Park immediately after the 
parade. Local vendors offering good food, treats and souvenirs 
of the day add to the fun.

It’s always a great day to be in Weymouth and to enjoy a little 
bit of Ireland on the South Shore of Boston. Make it the start 
of your drive along the South Shore Irish Heritage Trail!
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The standard for excellence in shoemaking throughout the 
United States and its continental territories was shoes made 
in Weymouth, Massachusetts. Simply referred to as “The 
Weymouth”, these shoes far exceeded the norm for materials 
and workmanship. The soles of the Stetson Shoe, which were 
considered to be the best of the best, “crunched” on dirt roads 
and walkways, reportedly striking fear in the rebel soldiers of the 
South. Because these sturdy, long wearing shoes were superior to 
shoes worn by southern soldiers, The Weymouth Shoe industry 
is often credited with winning the war for the Union side.

The Legend of  “The Weymouth”

Weymouth lured Irish and Irish 
Americans because jobs were plentiful. 
Shoemaking was an important 
industry offering decent-paying 
jobs and job security enabling Irish 
immigrants and their offspring the 
ability to save money to buy homes 
and raise families. Many Irish 
neighborhoods were established 
by these skilled laborers.

The shoe industry rose to the 
economic forefront after the 
steel industry declined due to 
competition from Pennsylvania 
steel mills. Shoe manufacturing 
employed about 75 percent 
of community residents and 
helped support Weymouth’s 
economy through World War II. 
Immigration helped supply the 
workforce for the new businesses 
and helped populate the town.

The Shoe Industry

The stitching room

The sole selection room

The last of the shoe factories to open in 
Weymouth in 1885, the Stetson Shoe Co. 
remained in operation until 1973.
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The Weymouth Historical Society 
records that the town is home to five 
Medal of Honor recipients. It is the 
only town in the United States to 
hold that distinction.  

The Medal of Honor is the highest 
military decoration awarded and 
recognizes those U.S. military service 
members who have distinguished 
themselves by acts of valor.

Weymouth: Hometown

Mary F. Toomey was born and raised 
in Weymouth and served the town 
for some 40 years as a teacher in the 
Weymouth School system. Mary’s heroism is found not in 
military service but in environmental and land conservation 
leadership, challenging fellow citizens to restore, preserve 
and care for the town’s parks and waterways. Mary Toomey 
was an ardent and fearless opponent of development which 
might harm or endanger the environment.  

Her collaboration with 
Mary Sears, a world-
renowned oceanographer 
from the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute, led 
to the restoration of the Back 
River and its estuaries from 
contamination and pollution.

Among the Medal of Honor 
recipients from Weymouth 
is Frederick C. Murphy, 
Private First Class, U.S. Army, 
Medical Detachment, 259th 
Infantry. Private Murphy was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by President 
Truman after having been mortally wounded by a land 
mine at the Siegfried Line in Germany on March 18, 1945. 
Despite the severity of his wounds, Pvt. Murphy continued 
providing medical assistance to other wounded soldiers 
until he was tragically killed by yet another land mine as he 
sought to reach more injured men.

of Heroes and Heroines

Mary F. Toomey

Frederick C. Murphy, 
Private First Class

Frederick C. Murphys’s burial site 
at Lorraine American Cemetery 

and Memorial in France

Medal of Honor Citation 
from President Truman

Jeremiah Quinn:

Jeremiah Quinn was born 
in Weymouth and the son 
of Irish immigrants. His 
parents arrived from County 
Longford in Ireland in 
1839. Jeremiah Quinn was a 
bootmaker at Stetson Shoe 
before and after his Civil 
War service. Later he became 
a fireman for the town of 
Weymouth, serving in that 
capacity for many years.

The story of Jerry’s heroism 
and legend would soon 
unfold. Upon his release 
from a Confederate 
prisoner of war camp, he re-enlisted in the Union Army 
and was assigned to Company H of the Massachusetts 4th 
Cavalry.  On April 3, 1865, Jeremiah Quinn was among 
the very first Union soldiers to enter the city of Richmond, 
VA–the Confederate Capital–and is singularly credited 
with removing the Confederate flag from atop the Capital 
building and raising the American flag in its place.

Bootmaker and Cvil War Hero

Aerial view of U.S. Navy 
Ammunition Depot, c. 1942

Mary F. Toomey, a heroine 
of conservation and of 
environmental activism, died 
on April 16, 2009 at age 89. 
Mary was a lifelong advocate 
and champion of civic 
engagement for the benefit 
of the citizens of Weymouth 
and beyond.

Today, the Back River 
Reservation is a refuge for 
wildlife and a welcoming 
parkland for visitors to enjoy.

A total of 3,459 Medals of Honor 
have been awarded and thirty-three countries 
are represented as the birthplace of recipients. 

Remarkably, it is Ireland which is the birthplace 
of 258 Medal of Honor recipients– 

by far the most of any country.


